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A  'Message  from  the  Minister 

of  Education 

WITH  the  approach  of  Empire  Day,  may  I 
impress  upon  the  teachers  of  the  Province  the 
importance  of  developing  in  their  pupils  a  proper 
conception  of  citizenship.  In  these  days  of  difficulty 
and  unrest  there  is  special  need  of  education  in  this 
direction.  The  dangers  of  disunion,  intolerance,  and 
disloyalty  in  the  future  may  be  avoided  by  proper 
training  of  the  young  in  the  present.  Pupils  may  be 
led  to  understand  that  it  is  possible  for  people  of  varying 
opinions  to  live  together  in  unity,  peace,  and  concord 
when,  notwithstanding  their  disagreements  on  minor 
questions,  they  are  bound  together  by  common  ideals 
of  service  to  the  community,  the  nation,  and  the  empire 
to  which  they  belong.  The  welfare  of  Canada  in  the 
years  to  come  is  in  the  hands  of  the  young  people  now 
in  the  schools,  and  if  they  go  out  into  the  world  with 
high  conceptions  of  their  duties  as  citizens,  the  future 
may  be  contemplated  without  misgiving.  No  greater 
contribution  can  be  given  to  the  nation  than  high  ideals 
of  service  for  the  common  good,  and  it  is  the  proud 
privilege  of  every  teacher  to  have  a  share  in  this 
patriotic  work. 

In  the  activities  associated  with  Empire  Day  in 
past  years,  it  has  been  the  practice  to  extol  the  great 
extent  of  the  British  Empire,  its  far-flung  dominions, 
its  diverse  peoples,  its  vast  resources,  its  dramatic 
history,  and  its  worthy  achievements.  This  is  quite 
right  and  proper.  But  teachers  should  not  fail  to  point 
out  also  that  the  Empire  is  a  great  partnership  of 
nations  acting  together  for  a  common  purpose.  Our 
pride  in  the  might  of  the  Empire  should  be  a  pride  in 
its  effort  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  world  and  the 
cause  of  peace  among  the  nations.  The  successful 
achievement  of  these  lofty  aims  will  constitute  the 
enduring  greatness  of  the  British  Empire. 

L.  J.  SIMPSON, 

Minister  of  Education . 

Department  of  Education, 

Ontario. 


W hat  the  Union  Jdc\  Represents 

MANY  boys  and  girls  regard  the  Union  Jack 
merely  as  the  flag  of  Great  Britain  which  is 
displayed  on  public  holidays  in  various  parts  of  the 
Empire.  This  is  what  a  great  English  statesman  and 
prime  minister,  Lord  Rosebery,  said  some  years  ago 
when  handing  over  to  the  Edinburgh  schools  the 
Union  Jacks  presented  by  the  Victorian  League: 

“The  Union  Jack  is  not  a  thing  simply  to  look  at, 
to  treat  as  a  symbol  of  justice  and  good  government, 
and  to  watch  lazily  as  we  sit  at  ease  and  say,  ‘That 
is  a  very  interesting  object  on  the  schoolhouse  as  it 
waves  so  nicely  in  the  wind,  but  it  has  very  little 
to  do  with  you  or  me.’  No;  it  represents  to  us  a 
great  honour  and  a  great  privilege;  it  reminds  us  that 
we  are  citizens  of  no  mean  city,  and  sharers  in  the 
greatest  empire  the  world  has  ever  seen.  You  know 
what  inspiration  is  (though  that  is  a  longer  word  than 
I  meant  to  use) — something  that  seems  to  come  from 
above,  that  tends  to  make  you  higher  and  better  than 
you  usually  are;  and  I  want  you,  when  you  see  this 
flag  waving  on  your  schools,  to  let  it  be  an  inspiration 
to  you.  If  any  of  you  at  any  time  should  be  tempted, 
as  we  all  are  tempted,  to  do  something  mean,  or  base, 
or  vile,  or  cowardly,  look  up  to  that  flag  and  forbear.” 

Flying  the  Union  Jac\ 

BOYS  and  girls  should  know  the  right  way  of  flying 
the  Union  Jack.  Very  often  one  sees  it  hoisted 
upside  down.  Literally  this  is  a  signal  of  distress,  but 
ordinarily  it  signifies  only  ignorance  or  carelessness. 
Do  not  forget  that  the  broad  white  border  of  the 
diagonal  red  cross  should  be  above  the  narrow  white 
border  on  the  two  quarters  of  the  flag  at  the  staff,  and 
below  on  the  other  two  quarters.  There  is  a  historical 
reason  for  this.  The  large  vertical  red  cross  on  the 


white  ground  is  the  cross  of  St.  George,  the  emblem  of 
England;  the  diagonal  white  cross  on  the  blue  ground 
is  the  cross  of  St.  Andrew,  the  emblem  of  Scotland; 
and  the  diagonal  red  cross  on  the  white  ground  is  the 
cross  of  St.  Patrick,  the  emblem  of  Ireland.  Scotland 
was  united  to  England  nearly  a  hundred  years  before 
Ireland  was,  and  was  entitled  to  some  evidence  in  the 
national  flag  of  its  earlier  union.  To  place  the  cross  of 
St.  Patrick  directly  in  the  middle  of  the  cross  of 
St.  Andrew  would  make  the  latter  only  the  white 
ground  of  the  former  and  would  be  an  indignity  to 
Scotland.  Now  the  more  important  part  of  the  flag  is 
that  nearer  the  staff.  So  it  was  arranged  that  a  broad 
white  band  of  the  cross  of  St.  Andrew  should  appear 
above  the  red  band  of  the  cross  of  St.  Patrick  on  the 
staff  side  of  the  flag,  and  below  on  the  fly.  By  looking 
closely  at  the  Union  Jack  you  will  note  this  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  will  not  make  a  mistake  in  the  way  the  flag 
should  be  flown. 

A.  Call  to  Youth 

A  YEAR  ago  Mr.  Stanley  (now  Lord)  Baldwin 
made  his  last  speech  as  prime  minister  of  Great 
Britain  in  Royal  Albert  Hall,  London,  before  a  large 
audience  composed  of  young  men  and  women  from 
many  parts  of  the  King’s  dominions.  Among  them 
were  a  large  Canadian  contingent,  Indians,  South 
Africans,  scouts,  girl  guides,  and  young  sailors  and 
soldiers.  Mr.  Baldwin’s  address  was  eloquent  and 
inspiring.  His  theme  was  a  call  to  youth  to  take  up 
and  carry  on  the  tasks  of  government  laid  down  by 
their  elders  and  to  maintain  and  pass  on  to  their 
successors  the  high  traditions  of  their  forefathers.  The 


speech  cannot  be  given  here  in  full,  but  a  few  extracts 
may  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  the  boys  and  girls 
of  Ontario. 

“I  have  had  my  hour.  I  pass  soon  into  the 
shade,  but  for  you  life  lies  before  like  a  boundless 
ocean  and  the  imagination  of  youth  is  busy  launching 
flotillas  of  dream  ships  upon  its  waters.  ...  In  the 
next  quarter  of  a  century  as  you  come  to  play  your 
part  in  the  great  world,  the  great  problems  will  be 
problems  of  government.  ...  We  are  passing  on 
to  you  the  duty  of  guarding  what  is  worthy  and 
worth  while  in  our  past,  our  heritage  and  our  tradition, 
our  honour  and  all  our  hopes. 

“The  beauty  of  the  countryside  is  yours;  the 
green  fields  and  the  trees  and  the  wild  flowers;  the 
rivers,  the  moors,  the  prairies,  and  the  hills;  the 
treasures  of  the  ages  in  literature  and  art.  ...  All 
this  accumulated  wealth,  material  and  moral,  is 
being  and  will  be  transferred  to  your  account  that 
you  may  enjoy  it.  Certainly  enjoy  it  but  also  hold 
it  and,  I  hope,  enhance  its  value  to  hand  it  on. 

“You  are  trustees;  trustees  in  every  sense  of 
that  noble  word.  What  is  coming  to  you  is  a  trust, 
and  not  merely  a  benefit  which  devolves  upon  you, 
a  trust  you  hold  for  future  generations.  Unless  you 
rise  to  the  trust  there  will  be  little  benefit  for  you 
or  your  children  to  enjoy. 

“It  will  be  for  you  to  protect  democracy  in 
whatever  part  of  the  Empire  you  may  live.  It  must 
be  defended  from  without,  and  equally  it  may  have  to 
be  defended  from  within.  And  it  may  well  be  that  you 
will  have  to  save  democracy  from  itself.  .  .  . 

“Courage,  discipline,  efficiency  are  as  necessary 
to  democracy  as  they  are  to  any  dictatorship,  and 
democracy  implies  and  demands  leadership  as  essen¬ 
tially  as  any  dictatorship,  for  it  is  leadership  that  has 
no  force  behind  it.  It  is  the  leadership  of  faith  and 
character.  Democracy  is  looking  to  you  today  for 
the  leadership  of  the  next  generation.  .  .  . 

“And  what  is  the  secret  (of  the  strength  of  the 
British  Empire)?  Freedom,  ordered  freedom,  within 
the  law,  with  force  in  the  background  and  not  in  the 
foreground;  a  society  in  which  authority  and  freedom 
are  blended  in  due  proportion,  in  which  State  and 
citizen  are  both  ends  and  means.  It  is  an  Empire 
organized  for  peace  and  for  the  free  development  of 
the  individual  in  and  through  an  infinite  variety  of 
voluntary  associations.  ..." 


Suggestions  for  ‘Programmes 

THE  character  of  the  programme  to  be  used  in 
the  observance  of  Empire  Day  is  very  defin¬ 
itely  laid  down  in  the  General  Regulations,  Public 
and  Separate  Schools.  The  regulation  referred  to 
reads  as  follows: 

“Empire  Day,  the  last  school  day  before  the 
24th  of  May,  shall  be  duly  celebrated  in  every 
school;  the  forenoon  being  devoted  to  a  study  of 
the  greatness  of  the  British  Empire,  and  the  after¬ 
noon  to  public  addresses,  recitations,  music,  etc., 
of  a  patriotic  character.” 

Material  for  this  programme  may  be  obtained 
from  patriotic  selections  in  the  School  Readers, 
from  the  Public  School  Geography,  and  from  Empire 
Day  Booklets  of  former  years. 

Additional  material  may  also  be  found  in  such 
books  as  “The  Canadian  Flag-Day  Book”  (Longmans, 
Green,  Toronto),  and  “Class-room  Plays  from  Canadian 
History”  (J.M.  Dent  &  Sons,  Toronto). 

Little  books  containing  suitable  drills  and 
exercises  for  this  occasion  are  published  by  The 
Educational  Publishing  Company,  36  Shuter  Street, 
Toronto;  and  teachers  interested  should  write  to 
this  firm  for  catalogues. 

Songs  suitable  for  the  occasion  are  contained  in 
the  following  books: — New  Canadian  Song  Series 
(Canada  Publishing  Company,  Toronto);  The  Sing¬ 
ing  Period  (Waterloo  Music  Company,  Waterloo). 

It  is  assumed  that  the  public  will  be  invited  to 
these  Empire  Day  exercises,  and  that  representative 
persons  in  the  community  will  be  asked  to  give  short 
addresses  on  the  subject  of  the  Empire. 


